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SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR DECISION 

Under the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 

Type of Publication: Video Recording 


TITLE: Sylvana: Lady of Lust & Passion 

OFLC: 9801131 

The publication was examined and the contents were recorded in an examination transcript. 
A written consideration of the legal criteria was undertaken. This document provides a 
summary of the reasons for the decision 


HEADNOTE 

Decision: 

The Classification Office has classified this publication as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons 
Mho have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains explicit sex scenes. 

This classification is dependent on the recommended excision being made to the video 
recording. If the excision is not made, the classification will be objectionable. 


DECISION 
Submission procedure: 


The Labelling Body submitted this video recording to the Office of Film and L iterature 
Classification (the Classification Office) under si 2(1) of the Films, Videos and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (the FVPC Act) for classification. 
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Under s23(l) of the FVPC Act, the Classification Office is required to examine and classify 
the video recording. 

Under s23(2) of the FVPC Act, the Classification Office must determine whether the video 
recording is to be classified as unrestricted, objectionable or objectionable except in certain 
circumstances. 


Description of the publication: 

The publication is a video recording with a total running time of 100 min 05 sec. It consists 
of a feature entitled Sylvana: Lady of Lust & Passion, which is 82 min 40 sec in length. 

Its other components are a safe sex notice, Video Wholesalers notice, copyright warning 
notice, and trailers for the following features: Ben Dover's Royal Ass Force, Sexy Nurses 
3, Planet of the Gapes, Red Vibe Diaries 2, Venom 3, Taboo 17, and Skin the Series. 

The feature consists of three extended scenes and several short scenes which explicitly 
depict sexual activity between male-female couples. The activity depicted includes 
masturbation, cunnilingus, fellatio, digital vaginal penetration, vaginal intercourse, and anal 
intercourse. The activity presents as friendly and mutually enjoyable. The scenes of sexual 
activity are linked by a plot-line, which is narrated in German, and apparently centres around 
a woman's attempts to revive her sexual relationship with her husband. 

The trailers consist of condensed scenes of sexual activity, which are taken from the features 
that they are intended to advertise. They use music, quick editing, and a variety of filming 
styles to convey the overall tone of the feature. In the case of one trailer ( Planet of the 
Gapes), the tone is surreal, with distorted shots and colours. Another trailer (Sexy Nurses 
3) is heavily stylised and choreographed. It contains depictions of women yielding a variety 
of bondage implements. The women are dressed in fetishistic attire, which mixes features of 
nurses' uniforms with Nazi-like symbols. 


The meaning of "objectionable": 

Section 3(1) of the FVPC Act sets out the meaning of the word "objectionable". The 
section states that a publication is objectionable if it: 


... describes, depicts, expresses, or otherwise deals with matters such as sex, horror, crime, 
cruelty, or violence in such a manner that the availability of the publication is likely to be 
injurious to the public good. 


In classifying this video recording the main question is whether it deals with matters of sex in 
such a manner that the availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to the public 
good. 


Certain publications are deemed to be objectionable: 
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Pursuant to s3(2) of the FVPC Act, a publication is deemed to be objectionable if it 
promotes or supports, or tends to promote or support, certain activities listed in that 
subsection. None of the activities listed in s3(2) of the FVPC Act are promoted or 
supported in any way by Sylvana: Lady of Lust & Passion. 


Matters to be given particular weight: 

Section 3(3) of the FVPC Act deals with the matters which the Classification Office must 
give particular weight to in determining whether or not a publication (other than a publication 
deemed to be objectionable under s3(2)) is objectionable, or should be given a classification 
other than objectionable. 

Hie Classification Office has considered all the matters in s3(3). Hie only matters which it 
considers relevant to Sylvana: Lady of Lust & Passion are those set out in s3(3)(c) 
namely: 


The extent and degree to which, and the manner in which, the publication degrades or dehumanises 
or demeans any person. 


Hie publication contains some material which degrades and dehumanises its female 
participants. In this material, females are presented solely as a series of sexual body parts, 
for penetration by males. This material is most concentrated in the trailer Planet of the 
Gapes. Hie trailer commences with a close-up shot of a female's gaping anus during and 
immediately after anal intercourse. This shot is repeated several times throughout the trailer. 
The intensity of the depiction is accentuated by the title of the trailer, which instantly cues the 
viewer into considering the female as a gaping orifice. Hie degrading and dehumanising 
effect is only partially mitigated by the relative brevity of the depiction, and the slightly surreal 
and humorous tone of the trailer overall 


Additional matters to be considered: 

Under s3(4) of the FVPC Act, the Classification Office must also consider the following 
additional matters: 


The dominant effect of the publication as a whole: 


The dominant effect of the publication is of explicit scenes of sexual activity, which is 
generally friendly and mutually pleasurable in nature. The trailers are more intense than the 
feature. Some are heavily stylised in nature, and some have a degrading and dehumanising 
tone. 
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The impact of the medium in which the publication is presented: 


The publication is presented as a video recording. In this format it can be easily 
reproduced, and widely distributed through video rental outlets. Video recordings are 
generally viewed by individuals or small groups, inside private homes. Video technology 
allows for some degree of viewer control over the material The viewer can, for example, 
rewind and replay certain scenes, or pause on high impact images. 


The character of the publication, including any merit, value, or importance that the publication has 
in relation to literary, artistic, social, cultural, educational, scientific, or other matters: 


The publication contains explicit scenes of sexual activity, intended for the titillation of the 
viewer. The publication has no particular merit, value or importance in relation to the above 
matters. 

The persons, classes of persons, or age groups of the persons to whom the publication is intended or is 
likely to be made available: 


Hie publication is intended to be made available to an adult audience. 


The purpose for which the publication is intended to be used: 


Hie publication is intended to be used for the purpose of sexual arousal. 


New Zealand Bill of Rights Act: 

Before a final determination is made consideration is given to the applicability of the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act). 

Section 14 of the NZBR Act states that everyone has "the freedom to seek, receive and 
impart information and opinions of any kind in any form". Under s5 of the NZBR Act, this 
freedom is subject "only to such reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be demonstrably 
justified in a free and democratic society". Section 6 of the NZBR Act states that "Wherever 
an enactment can be given a meaning that is consistent with the rights and freedoms in this 
Bill of Rights, that meaning shall be preferred to any other meaning." 

Section 14 of the NZBR Act applies to this publication. L imitations placed on its availability 
must therefore be reasonable and demonstrably justified. 


Conclusion: 

Hie publication Sy / vana: Lady of Lust & Passion is classified as objectionable except if its 
availability is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. This classification 
is dependent on one excision being made to the video recording. If the excision is not made, 
the publication will be classified as objectionable. 
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The publication comprises explicit scenes of sexual activity, which are intended for the 
sexual arousal of the viewer. In the feature, this activity has a friendly tone, and presents as 
being mutually enjoyable. The trailers are more intense. One of the trailers in particular 
(.Planet of the Gapes) has a degrading and dehumanising tone, generated through its degree 
of close-up focus on a female's gaping anus. Hie excision of the first part of this trailer, 
where the depiction is at its most intense, is required. 

The rights and freedoms contained in the NZBR Act have been considered in relation to this 
publication. Hie level of restriction imposed on the publication is considered reasonable and 
demonstrably justified, given the nature of the publication's contents. In its unexcised version, 
the publication contains material that is considered likely to be injurious to the public good. 

If the excision is made, restricting the publication's availability to an adult audience is 
necessary to avoid the likelihood of such injury, given the sexually explicit nature of the 
publication's contents. 

If the excisions are made, the publication is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons 
Mho have attained the age of 18 years. 

If the excision is not made, the publication is classified as: 

Objectionable. 


Display Conditions: 

Where the Classification Office classifies any publication as a restricted publication, it is 
required under s27(l) of the FVPC Act to consider whether or not conditions in respect of 
the public display of the particular publication should be imposed. 

In considering the issue of public display, the Classification Office must have regard to the 
matters set out in s27(2) of the FVPC Act, namely: 

(a) The reasons for classifying the publication as a restricted publication; 

(b) The terms of the classification given to the publication; and 

(c) The likelihood that the public display of the publication, if not subject to conditions, or as 
the case may be, any particular condition, would cause offence to reasonable members of the 
public. 


Hie video recording Sylvana: Lady of Lust & Passion is classified as restricted to persons 
who have attained the age of 18 years (subject to one excision being made to the video 
recording). This classification is based on the publication's treatment of matters of sex. The 
title of the publication does make reference to sexual matters. However, these references 
are not explicit or offensive in nature, and the public display of the publication is not 
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considered likely to cause offence to reasonable members of the public. Therefore, no 
display conditions are placed on the publication. 



